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 MOAC Advances the Global Insect Hub Policy 

 

 

 Cricket Farming is now being seen in 

Thailand as a viable and profitable Industry. 

Crickets and other Insects are the new 

economic animals to the food supply. They 

are deemed to be an alternative source of 

protein by the Food and Agricultural 

Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, who in turn provides support to the countries and 

farmers to generate income.  

  To generate extra income for Thai farmers, Thailand has decided to make Thailand 

the “Global Insect Hub”, the policy enunciated by Dr. Chalermchai Sreeon, Minister of 

Agriculture and Cooperatives (MOAC). Mr. Alongkorn Polabut, Advisor to the Minister explained 

the objectives of this policy as aiming to generate extra income for the farmers and in turn for 

Thailand, to increase the market opportunities in making insects as novel food, and to boost 

Thailand’s chances of becoming the World’s Insect Industry.   

  The policy will utilize all supply chain 

developmental measures, from producing, processing 

and marketing with new innovative technologies to 

reach this goal. It is anticipated that this will support the 

cricket farms and also penetrate the 30-billion-baht 

global novel food market.  

  Lately, the MOAC with assistance from the 

National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
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Standards (ACFS), Department of Livestock Development and Thailand Office of Agricultural 

Affairs, Los Angeles, has successfully opened the Mexican edible insect market. On February 

12, 2021, Mexico officially announced a permit to import cricket flour products from Thailand. 

And on March 19, 2021, Mexico expanded the range of products to allow two additional import 

items including cooked and frozen crickets.   

  Besides, a large Japanese conglomerate businesses have been interested and 

coordinated to discuss the import of Thai cricket powder products to Japan under the following 

requirements. 

  1. The products must be produced from GAPs certified cricket farms (Good 

Agricultural Practices for cricket farms). 

  2. The products must originate from Thailand. 

  3. Processing plants must be certified by the Department of Livestock 

Development. 

  4. Before exporting, they must apply for a Health Certificate with the Department 

of Livestock Development. 

  5. Products must be imported through the designated port of entry only. 

  Currently, the MOAC’s Department of Agricultural Extension is expanding its 

promotion of cricket farming, with more than 20,000 cricket farms and several startup 

companies that process both powdered and whole crickets. 

  In addition, ACFS has continuously strengthened the Thai cricket farms to meet 

the standard by providing technical knowledge and training to large plots of cricket farms. This 

includes the requirements of Thai Federal standards, audit guide, certification application 

process, guidance for farm operations and information recording. This is to provide farmers with 

readiness to apply for the cricket farm certification from the Department of Livestock 

Development.  
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  ACFS has also extended knowledge to other groups of farmers and small farmers 

to promote crickets farming. This is to increase their income and build the resilience that will 

help them overcome an economic downturn, the impact of a drought and the epidemic of 

COVID-19.  

  In conclusion, accessing the Mexican cricket market was a big success. It is an 

important step in raising the Thai standard of crickets and edible insects’ industry into the high-

standard market that focuses on food safety throughout the supply chain. Also, it is a passport 

for the extension of market expansion and additional product range for other potential crickets 

and edible insects to Mexico. This is the gateway to the Latin American region where the 

consumption of edible insects is high and will lead to expanding the North America market in 

the future. 
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Pictures: https://www.facebook.com/MheeRlaii/photos/256364652625649  

Source: https://www.thansettakij.com/content/Macro_econ/473360 


